L'Arlésienne Suite No. 1 of Georges Bizet (L'orchestre de la 
Syisse Romande, Alexander Gibson, conductor; WNCN) 

On the request of King William the fourth of Prussia Mendelssohn 
wrote incidental music for the Shakespearian play Midsummer 
Night's Dream and that was in the Autumn of 1843 and in that 

same year the Homestead was established and then in a hundred 
years I was born. On the request of Léon Carvalho who was the 

new director of the Théâtre du Vaudeville Bizet wrote incidental 
music for Daudet's L'Arlésienne and the twenty-seven numbers that 
Bizet wrote were first heard on October 1, 1872 and that was 
during the second year of the Third Republic. I: September 21, 
1792--May 28, 1804; II: February 25, 1848--December 1, 1852; 

III: 1870--June 1940; IV: June 1944--1958; V: 1958--present. 
Republics and Empires and the French like all continental people 
are not as directly influenced by the moon as island people and 
that is why political upheaval is more frequent in continental 
countries than in island countries. Anyone who has ever examined 
the history of England and the history of France knows this to 

be true. Islands and the moon and if England were not an island 
Her Majesty Elizabeth II would be speaking French today and so 
would everyone in England but England of course is an island 

and therefore England is England. Islands and the tides and as 
everyone knows Louis the Fourteenth did not call himself le roi 
lunaire but le roi soleil and in 1715 the French Sun King died 
and the French people danced in the streets and how would the 
history of the world be different if le roi soleil had been le roi 
lunaire. Moon for the Misbegotten and Midsummer Night's Dream 
and in the interpolated play in the latter Moonshine is the part 
played by Starveling the tailor. Water and the moon and aesthetic 
form and mortality and rhythms and cycles and the song of the 
earth. Moon, moonbeam, moon-blind, moon blindness, mooncalf, 


mooneye, moon-eyed, moon fish, moonflower, moonish, moonless, 


moonlet, moonlight, moonlighter, moonquake, moonrise, moonscape, 


moonseed, moonset, moon shell, mooshine, moonshiner, moon shot, 
moonstone, moonstruck, moonward, Islands and the moon and it 
England were not an island Her Majesty Elizabeth II would be 
speaking French today but England is England is an island. 
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